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The Year in Review

The past year was one of tremendous growth and change for Women’s Fund El Dorado. Our membership surpassed 
the 400 mark and with the awarding of this year’s funds we have granted more than $350,000 over the past eight 
years. Our endowment now exceeds $330,000. In 2015 we:

• Redesigned our 2016 granting process to attract broader nonprofit participation.

• Increased attendance at WFED events—the ticket count for this year’s Annual Celebration Dinner surpassed 300,         
 up from 230 in 2014.

• Emailed our NewsBlast each month to educate members and keep them apprised of WFED grantmaking, events, and  
 activities. 

• Launched a media program to further promote our mission and activities.

• Established our presence at local events to answer questions and   
 encourage membership. 

• Initiated a comprehensive review and revision of procedures and   
 committee roles.

• Hired a part-time staff person to maintain membership records,   
 communicate with members, and support committee chairs.

• Implemented a NeonCRM database to streamline management of
 member records and focus on retention and growth. 
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Message from Your Chair
Dear Friends,

As I review 2015 and our list of accomplishments, 
I can’t help but marvel at how far Women’s Fund 
El Dorado has come in just eight short years. 
The time has really flown and we’ve passed 
many milestones we can rightfully be proud of; just a few of 
the recent ones are outlined on the opposite page.

That oft-quoted adage “it takes a village” certainly applies 
to WFED, and we’ve amply proved just how much we can 
do by combining forces and pooling our funds. Thanks 
to our members’ generosity, we are a village that has 
surpassed $350,000 in grants and $330,000 in our 
endowment and so far have helped more than two dozen 
organizations on our county’s western slope make our 
community a better place to live. 

Our village is now more than 400 members strong, and we 
come from all walks of life and economic circumstances. 
One of the things I admire most about WFED is how a 

member who contributes $200 is on equal 
footing with one who donates $1,000 or more. 

As we look to 2016, we will be modifying 
our granting process as a result of our June 
membership survey. It is clear that our members 

would like to free up the process such that additional local 
nonprofit organizations have an opportunity to apply for 
much-needed funding. Therefore, for the 2016 cycle, among 
other changes, an Acorn Grant will be available to nonprofits 
that have not yet received a WFED grant. We hope that 
this way some of the newer, smaller organizations will 
feel encouraged to apply. We will also be eliminating the 
previously required one-year “waiting period” to allow for a 
multiyear funding opportunity for projects showing success 
and in need of ongoing support to ensure lasting impact.

If you’re reading this and are a current member, we sincerely 
thank you. If you are not yet a member or supporter of WFED, 
we hope you will consider joining us as we continue to build 
our village! — Cathy Bean
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Celebrating the Power of Collective Giving

What began in 2007 with three friends and an idea 
has burgeoned into a tremendous network of 
more than 400 generous women—and men—who 

come together to practice collective philanthropy in our own 
backyard, the western slope of El Dorado County. 

A unique feature of WFED is the collective nature of 
our mission—we are a granting organization rather than 
a service organization. Our funds are pooled so that 
substantial, meaningful sums can be awarded in the form of 

grants to local nonprofits. Each member is accorded a voice 
in the process, regardless of the size of contribution.

WFED members can be as involved as they want. Are you 
seeking a higher degree of participation? You’re invited to 
join one of our seven committees, depending on your area of 
interest. Or you may elect to simply attend one of our three 
annual events. But don’t forget, your vote is important!

In January we kicked off 2015 with our annual Community 



Annual Report 2015   l   5

Needs Forum, which featured a panel of local experts who 
addressed and answered our questions on “Breaking the 
Cycle of Poverty.” In June, after voting and selecting our 
grant recipients, we gathered at our Grants Gala to honor the 
grantees and hear from the previous year’s grant recipients.

In October we “filled the Forni” with record attendance at 
our Annual Celebration Dinner. Our members and guests 
celebrated the power of collective giving and were inspired 
by the heartfelt words of WFED member and Placerville City 
Councilperson Wendy Thomas.

The Women’s Fund El Dorado harnesses the power of collective giving to support community philanthropy. By pooling our 
funds, we enhance the quality of life on the western slope of El Dorado County and cultivate future philanthropists.
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2015 Focus Grants — Breaking the Cycle of Poverty

Boys & Girls Club of El Dorado County Western Slope
A Focus Grant of $20,000 was awarded to the Boys and Girls Club of El Dorado 
County Western Slope Sponsor a Child Program to help hundreds of kids every 
day come to the club who otherwise could not afford it.

The tools provided at the club—a healthy snack, a helping hand with 
homework, a positive adult mentor—help children believe that they can       
and will become whatever they choose to be.

This sort of positive reinforcement and the scholarship monies available 
through the WFED Focus Grant will help the club break the cycle of poverty 
for many of the western slope’s youth.

Tahoe Turning Point of Placerville
Tahoe Turning Point of Placerville will use its $22,500 Focus Grant to provide 
a full spectrum of outpatient counseling and therapy services to help female 
clients on the western slope of El Dorado County with a condition called dual 
diagnosis (addiction and mental health disorders). 

vote of the membership selected “Breaking the Cycle of Poverty” to 
be the theme of the 2015 Focus Grants. 

Some of the smiling faces at the Boys & Girls Club of El Dorado 
Western Slope
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2015 Impact Grants 

Providing Solutions to Mental Health Challenges
NAMI El Dorado County Western Slope received funds to 
expand its outreach and begin a new class directed toward 
families with a child or children developing symptoms of 
mental illness.

mpact Grants of $5,000 each were awarded in three 
member-selected areas of need.

Supporting Children and Families
Child Advocates of El Dorado County (CASA El Dorado) 
was granted funds to ensure that every identified child at risk 
of human trafficking is provided a CASA advocate in 2015.

Promoting Senior Services
A Brush With Kindness/Habitat for Humanity and Safe At 
Home/Rebuilding Together Sacramento collaborated to 
provide home-safety measures and exterior repairs to senior 
homeowners on the western slope.

These services go a long way toward breaking the cycle of 
poverty and turning it into a cycle of recovery. By providing 
the proper therapy to address mental health issues, and 
applying appropriate drug/alcohol dependency education 
and programs, Turning Point clients attain the necessary 
skills and coping ability and become better prepared for 
the focus needed to address the solutions for the cycle of 
poverty: attaining job skills and then meaningful employment, 
performing well at a job, and being able to manage their time 

“We are watching these women begin to awaken in recovery, 
partners reconnecting in relationships, and mothers renewing 
positive bonds with their children.”
                           —Tahoe Turning Point of Placerville

and money. They gain the self-worth and coping skills to 
become productive citizens in our community.
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The scholarships, established in 2009 from a legacy gift of 
the late Marian Wickline, are presented to women who are 
overcoming challenges to pursue further education. 

Amanda Hairston, Vanessa Zavala, and Susan Read (not pictured: scholarship 
recipient Tonya Pena)

“This second chance would not be possible without things like 
the Wickline Scholarship….” —Susan Read

The LightHouse Fund was established in 2013 by a WFED member in memory of a loved one. It has served as a beacon 
of hope for uninsured and underinsured women and children on the western slope to help with medical, dental, or optical 
expenses. To date, the fund has granted $12,500 to cover expenses for 28 individuals.

Both the Wickline and LightHouse funds stand as independent funds under the WFED umbrella. Neither is supported with 
annual membership donations.

Wickline Scholars & LightHouse Fund 2015
he 2015 Wickline Scholars are: Amanda Hairston, 
Tonya Pena, Susan Read, and Vanessa Zavala.
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Cumulative Grants Awarded 2008 – 2015
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Cathy Bean, Chair 1

Robyn Parker, Vice Chair 2

Maureen Carter, Past Chair

2014 /2015 Women’s Fund Cabinet

Nancy Herman, Secretary 8

Chris Reeg, Treasurer 6

Vera Doettling 9

Debi Harlow 5

Celeste Hill 10

Sarah Henjum 12

Vera Nicholas 11

Katy Peek 4

Jennifer Sands 7

Judie Stewart 3

Mary Zaun
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Not pictured: Maureen Carter, Mary Zaun
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Sarah Henjum 12

Vera Nicholas 11

Katy Peek 4

Jennifer Sands 7

Judie Stewart 3

Mary Zaun

WFED Committees 2014/2015
Education Committee
Jennifer Sands, Chair
Amy Andersen
Lee Boylan
Judith Dillon
Carolyn Friend
Bonnie Hyer
Hannah Jacobsen
Katy Peek
Nancy Weddle

Events Committee
Judie Stewart, Co-Chair
Mary Zaun, Co-Chair
Kate Benton
Cynthia Estes
Kelli Hunter
Kitty Peterson
Diane Stanley

Finance Committee
Chris Reeg, Chair
Cathy Bean
Maureen Carter
Robyn Parker
Marsha Repschlaeger, EDCF

Grants Committee
Debi Harlow, Chair
Nancy Chinlund
Susan Covington
Francie Heim
Stephanie Root
Karen Tustin
Kathy Witherow

Site Visit Sub-committee
Nancy Herman, Chair
Leslie Bush
Maggie Bush
Sheila Fleege
Claudia Taylor
Peg Vanderkar
Mimidene Williams

Marketing & Communications 
Committee
Celeste Hill, Chair
Lynnee Boyes
Karen Carter
Emogene Haller
Jamie Hartshorn
Sarah Henjum
Martha Hom
Denise Páne
Ruey Simkins
Luz Zeagler

Membership Committee
Sarah Henjum, Chair
Betsy Coco
Maureen Focht
Linda Hopkins
Pat Richards
Tiffany Rolston
Emily Smith
Pam Stoddard

Learn More
Not a member yet but want to learn 
more? Already a member and want 
to volunteer? Visit our website at 
www.womensfundeldorado.org, 
email info@womensfundeldorado.
org or call 530-622-5621.

Follow us on
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