
 

Marilyn Souza Biography 

I am a 28 year old student and nearly finished with my Associate’s Degree in Business, 

General.  My mother was the first in her family to graduate college in 1995 with an 

Associate's Degree in Accounting.  She graduated with a 4.0 and was a member of Phi 

Theta Kappa.  In 2000, my mother passed away due to complications from Hepatitis C 

and Porphyria as well as long term prescription drug abuse.  At the age of 15, I moved 

in with family in Las Vegas and began 10th grade.  I graduated from Clark High School 

in Las Vegas with an Advanced Diploma in 2003 and was granted a $10,000 

scholarship to attend a Nevada university of my choice.  After doing very poorly and 

losing my scholarship the first semester at University of Nevada, Las Vegas, I decided 

to get a job instead and it wasn't until 2006 that I decided to give college another try at 

College of Southern Nevada, majoring in Film.  I then took another very long break from 

school and moved around a lot.   

In 2008, I moved back to my birthplace in northern California.  Shortly thereafter, I lost 

my stepdad to Hepatitis C and long term prescription drug abuse.  In 2012, after moving 

to Placerville, I decided to give school another try.  I started attending Folsom Lake 

College in spring of 2013. 

Since attending FLC, I have maintained a 3.6 GPA, been the Treasurer and Head of 

Fundraising for the El Dorado Center's Student Activities Club, served as a student 

mentor at Bridge Day, and have worked in the Financial Aid office for the Federal Work 

Study Program.  And, now I am very proud to have received the Women’s Fund El 

Dorado’s Wickline Scholarship. 

I have been a full time student since spring of 2013 and with the help of the Wickline 

Scholarship I will receive my A.A. in the fall of 2014. 

I plan to continue working my way up to a management position at my current job in 

order to save up enough money to start my own online artist co-op.  Eventually, I would 

like to turn that effort into a brick and mortar store. 


