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Dear Friends,

It is with an overflowing heart that I look back 
on the past two amazing years with the Women’s 
Fund. Since November 1, 2012, when I took office, 
membership has increased 37%; our endowment 
fund has grown to $310,491 (a 50% increase); 
and we have granted over $100,000 to local 
nonprofit programs, reaching nearly $300,000 in 
cumulative giving by membership vote.  WOW!

Organizationally we have grown as well – we created a Marketing 
committee, began sending out a monthly e-newsletter to keep 
our members and friends connected, created our own beautiful, 
informative and up-to-date website, and started a formal 
sponsorship program to help cover administrative costs. One of our 
sponsors funded a part-time staff position which has allowed us to 
keep up with our growth.

However, growth and statistics don’t tell the whole story. Like me, 
if you’ve ever attended a Grants Gala dinner, you have probably felt 
tears come to your eyes while hearing a young person describe 
how one of the programs we funded personally touched her and 

her family. Equally touching to me was hearing a member 
exclaim “I never thought of myself as a philanthropist, but 
that’s exactly what I am!  Anyone can be a philanthropist!  
Anyone can make a difference!” What a personal, 
empowering revelation!

As my term draws to a close, how appropriate to 
celebrate Giving, Gathering and Granting, the three pillars of the 
Women’s Fund El Dorado.  

The donors are the true Women’s Fund champions! They have pooled 
their funds, become educated about local needs, and cast their votes 
for worthwhile grants, thereby improving the lives of so many in our 
community. I look forward to continuing my participation as a member, 
and to the new Cabinet I say, “Keep up the good work!”  

Warmly,

Maureen Carter
Chair, Women’s Fund El Dorado, 2012-2014

Maureen Carter
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Vera recruits a new philanthropist!

“Through our collective strength and pooled dollars, we are helping guide 
the direction of the community by identifying its needs and granting funds 
to address those needs. A donation from one person is certainly helpful 
but the donations of 350 women can fund a whole program to make real, 
effective change.” — Vera Nicholas

“I love to be a part of a group that serves my community. I like having a 
voice/vote in deciding how funds will be spent.” — Helen Walsh

“I was very impressed to find that 98.5% of funds donated go directly to 
the recipients. That’s amazing!” — Yvette Clerici

“Coming together as a Giving Community makes me feel that together we 
can truly make a difference. We are not only our donations; but friends, 
neighbors, mothers and daughters giving back to the community that is our 
home.” — Celeste Hill

“I love that the Women’s Fund maximizes the good that my money can 
do.” — Robin Stanley
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1. COMMUNITY NEEDS FORUM 
January 23 Community Needs Forum – A panel of local 
experts answered our questions on “Mental Health 
challenges,” the member-selected 2014 Focus Grant 
area of need.

2. GRANTS GALA 
June 5 Grants Gala – We met our 2014 grant 
recipients and were inspired by the impact of our 
2013 grants.

3. MEMBERS’ CELEBRATION DINNER 
October 2 Annual Celebration Dinner – We 
celebrated the Power of Collective Giving at 
beautiful, member-decorated tables.

“It is both gratifying and eye-opening 
to hear directly from people in our 

community about how our donations 
have helped. And the dinners are fun – 

so many wonderful women!” 
– Emogene Haller
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“It wasn’t until Operation School Bell that I was able to experience ‘back to school 

shopping’ and get brand new clothes of my choosing… I remember the first year we went, 

the first section we went to was the sock aisle, due to the amount of holes in all of my 

socks... When people ask, “Are those new clothes?” I feel great. But mostly, I could see the 

happiness in my mom’s face when we came home that day and I modeled the new clothes 

for her.” — Sofie Garrido, 8th grade student at Edwin Markham Middle School

“I learned that people have a giving heart and they want to help, but they just don’t 

always know how. By creating these events and allowing students to bring their donations 

to school, everyone benefits....None of this would be possible without The Women’s Fund 

El Dorado, so a huge thanks to you!” — Zoe Leflar, President, Hands4Hope chapter at 

Camarado Springs Middle School

“Like most nonprofits we are on the continual treadmill of raising funding to keep the 

program going. … This funding helped us reorganize and deliver a more streamlined 

training system to almost 50 new advocates. … Thank you for all you do to empower 

us to serve abused and neglected children in El Dorado County.” — John Adams, CASA 

Executive DirectorZoe Leflar

Sofie Garrido

A few words from three of our 2013 grant beneficiaries:
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Granting
FOCUS AREA “MENTAL HEALTH” GRANTS:

•	 Big Brothers Big Sisters of El Dorado 
County and The Center for Violence 
Free Relationships – $20,000

•	 New Morning Youth and Family 
Services – $20,000

IMPACT GRANTS:
•	 Supporting Women and Children: 

United Outreach of El Dorado County,  
– $5,000

•	 Breaking the Cycles of Poverty: 
Community Resource Center – $5,000

•	 Promoting Senior Services: Senior Day 
Care Services of El Dorado County – 
$1,447.79

For a detailed description of the above grant proposals, 
see www.womensfundeldorado.org/grants.

Focus Grant Recipients

Impact Grant Recipients

Granting
The 2014 Grant Recipients Are:
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Wickline Scholars 2014
Marian Wickline, a chemist, created a legacy gift in 2009 for women who are pursuing 
undergraduate or vocational degrees to help overcome personal difficulties. This year, 
Tonya Pena received $1,900 for online courses toward a psychology degree at Arizona 
State University, and Marilyn Souza received $300 to complete her final classes toward 
her AA degree in business at Folsom Lake College.

“I know what it is like to feel alone and afraid of the world. But it is 
organizations like this that show those like me that we are strong, we are 
worthy, and that we are on the right path... Thank you!”  — Tonya Pena

The LightHouse Fund
The LightHouse Fund assists women and children on the western slope of El Dorado 
County by paying for up to $500 of medical, dental or optical expenses not covered by 
insurance. From November 1, 2013 through October 31, 2014, the LightHouse Fund 
granted over $6,300 to cover such expenses for 14 recipients. To request assistance, 
local nonprofits submit a one page application to a small advisory board of the Women’s 
Fund that is authorized to approve immediate funding.

Like the Wickline Fund, the LightHouse Fund stands as an independent fund under the 
Women’s Fund umbrella. Neither is supported with annual WFED “membership” donations.

Tonya Pena

Marilyn Souza (left)
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Cumulative Grants Awarded By Vote
2008-2014

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

Education
$9,999

Arts & Culture
$6,666Environment

$3,333

Women & Families
$5,000

Seniors
$17,114

Physical Health
$26,333

Mental Health
$66,833

Poverty
$73,333

Children & Teens
$85,833

Focus Areas

Cumulative Grants Awarded 2008-2014
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Katy Peek, Chair
Amy Andersen
Lee Boylan
Vera Doettling
Carolyn Friend
Hannah Jacobsen
Sandee Marostica
Jennifer Sands

EVENTS COMMITTEE
Kelli Hunter, Chair
Cynthia Estes
Martha Hom
Kitty Peterson
Diane Stanley
Kathy Witherow

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Chris Reeg, Chair
Cathy Bean
Maureen Carter
Marsha Repschlaeger, EDCF

2013 & 2014 Women’s Fund Committees
GRANTS COMMITTEE
Robyn Parker, Chair
Julia Abela
Susan Covington
Patricia Garon
Debi Harlow
Francie Heim
Bonnie West

SITE VISIT SUB-COMMITTEE
Paula Grady, Chair
Maggie Bush
Nancy Herman
Lynne Moore
Chris Sanders
Peg Vanderkar

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Sarah Henjum, Chair
Liz Drummond
Michelle Flood
Linda Hopkins
Pat Richards
Pam Stoddard

MARKETING &  
COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE
Celeste Hill, Chair 

Lynnée Boyes
Susan Corey-McAlpine
Emogene Haller
Sarah Henjum
Robin Stanley
Cher Williams
Mary Zaun

2014 CABINET
Maureen Carter - Chair
Cathy Bean - Vice Chair
Chris Reeg - Treasurer
Laurie Waters – Secretary
Sarah Henjum – Membership
Celeste Hill - Marketing
Vera Nicholas - Administrative Support
Robyn Parker - Grants
Katy Peek - Founder and Education
Kelli Vicini Hunter – Events 
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Get Involved!
If you’re a member and would like 
to volunteer at an event or join a 
committee, email womensfund@
eldoradocf.org with your specific 
interest and contact information, or call 
(530) 622-5621.

If you’re not yet a member, 
we encourage you to sign up 
for our monthly e-newsletter 
– visit our website at www.
womensfundeldorado.org and scroll 
to the bottom of the page. Better 
yet, we invite you to become a voting 
WFED member! Online, click on “JOIN 
OR RENEW NOW,” or stop by the 
office at 312 Main Street, Suite 201, 
Placerville, CA 95667. 

2013 & 2014 Women’s Fund Committees
We thank our generous sponsors!

Follow us on Facebook 
(Women’s Fund El Dorado).

GOLD SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSOR

BRONZE SPONSORS

ANNUAL REPORT SPONSORS

All production costs for this publication were provided by the above sponsors and an anonymous donor.



The Women’s Fund El Dorado harnesses the power of collective giving
to support community philanthropy. By pooling our funds,

we enhance the quality of life on the western slope of El Dorado County
and cultivate future philanthropists.

www.womensfundeldorado.com  |  530.622.5621


